


The Winter’s Tale has confused and stumped audiences, readers, 
and historians because of its refusal to fit neatly into one of 
Shakespeare’s classic genres. Is it a “problem play”? A romance? 
A tragedy? A comedy? The answer seems to be all of the above—
and none of them entirely. This genre-blending is largely due to 
the play’s structure and the redemptive arc of Leontes: a seemingly the play’s structure and the redemptive arc of Leontes: a seemingly 
tyrannical king who finds a way—in Time—to redemption. He stands 
apart from many of the Bard’s other royals, whose mistakes 
ultimately lead them to their graves. 

As I considered the play’s peculiarity, I began to notice a pattern in As I considered the play’s peculiarity, I began to notice a pattern in 
Shakespeare’s later works. His tragic endings begin to soften. 
Perhaps, like many of us as we grow older, Shakespeare began to 
hope that Time might be kinder. We hope that Time will heal us. 
That Time will give us grace. That Time will be forgiving. 

In this production, we’re focusing on three key themes: Time, 
Human Relationships, and Forgiveness. The text has been adapted 
to include lines from other Shakespearean works that deepen to include lines from other Shakespearean works that deepen 
these ideas—ultimately shaping a unique version of the play that 
asks one bold question: What happens after tragedy? What 
happens to a character after they make all the mistakes—and live? 
What do we do when tragedy strikes, but the story must go on? 

The Winter’s Tale suggests that Time should not be our enemy—but 
our friend. Our redemption. Our hope. And perhaps it’s only when
 we embrace this perspective that we, too, can claim our own  we embrace this perspective that we, too, can claim our own 
happy endings. After Winter, there will always be Spring. 

That is the hope I oՂer to you, as you let our production
“awake your faith.”
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